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AMCIS 2017, the 23rd Americas Conference on Information Systems 

August 10 – 12, 2017, Boston, MA 


Track Proposal for AMCIS 2017
Title of Track: Philosophy in Information Systems (SIG Philosophy)
Sponsoring SIG (or Chapter, College):  SIG on Philosophy in Information Systems
☑︎This proposal has been approved by the SIG leadership.

☐This proposal is not associated with a SIG.

Track Co-Chairs (include name, title, university, and email): 
1 (primary contact):  Alan Litchfield, Auckland University of Technology, alan.litchfield@aut.ac.nz
2: Laurence Brooks, De Montfort University, laurence.brooks@dmu.ac.uk
3: Emmanuel Monod, Shanghai University of international business and economics (SUIBE) emmanuel.monod@outlook.com
Description of Proposed Track: Please provide a short description of the track and its focus. Define the proposed area of research, explain why it is important to include it as an AMCIS conference track, and discuss the topics the track will address.  
A tension exists between tradition and innovation, between what is fixed and what is transformative. Such tensions are apparent in product and process innovation, and throughout the enterprise. Tensions at the level of individual users, teams and groups, executives, and citizens influence what is now and what is possible. Innovation is both an act of organization and a state of mind; it is an existential stance in which there must exist a state of openness to others. In marketing, can an “outside-in” approach be linked to intersubjectivity (Heidegger 1963)? Today, social networks illustrate the influence of social capital, and informative and symbolic capital (Bourdieu, 1977).
However, as historicity contributes to authenticity, tradition may remain in innovation. Which begs the question; just as architects, fashion designers, or musicians must keep innovating, are those practices based on design expected do the same? And, as in sociology, the dialog between structure and agency (Mingers, 2001) may be better understood in the relationship between power and identity building (Goffman, 1990).
Seeking to find ways for the field to progress, the Philosophy in Information Systems track provides a forum for scholars who are open to questioning all aspects of Information Systems, whether traditional or innovative, or at the individual, organisational, or societal level. We invite papers that discuss philosophical aspects of the IS field from all IS domains, and from all angles and levels of inquiry.

Bourdieu (1977) Outline of a theory of practice. Routledge
Goffman, E. (1990) The presentation of self. Joey Bass
Heidegger M. (1963) Being and time. State University of New York Press
Mingers, J (2013) Critical realism, MISQ, (27)3.

Opportunities in Leading Journals (if any): 
CAIS
EJIS

Potential Mini-Tracks (include 3 – 15):  
Negotiating the tension between tradition and innovation. Alan Litchfield, Auckland University of Technology
The tension between tradition and innovation, between what is fixed and what is transformative is addressed in this minitrack. As a person creates, they are transfixed by their creation. But in the act of creation, the creation lacks the perfection of the emergent idea and so the person desires change and thus innovation ensues. Innovation then, is not change for the sake of it, but rather the introduction of new methods, ideas, or products. It is innovation that brings the person closer to the inspired idea. Innovation reveals the possible and draws out the potential. What then of tradition? In his analysis of the history of ideas, Foucault (1969) says to suspend this category of tradition. Not that there is a problem with tradition itself but that ideas are too important to be relegated to an undifferentiated category. Ideas are tokens of the zeitgeist and call for what may become, whereas tradition seeks to lock tokens into a casket of dogmatic axioms.
Foucault (1969) The Archaeology of Knowledge. Trans. S. Smith. Pantheon Books. NY.
Subjectivity, social media, psychology and innovation. Emmanuel Monod, Shanghai U of international business and economics (SUIBE)
[Description to come]

Foundations of information systems (general minitrack) Nik Hasan
This mini-track provides a forum for every subfield in IS to analyze and reexamine the foundations of their subfield in light of exciting developments overtaking the IS field. All our research is based on some philosophical foundations whether we acknowledge them or not. This mini-track provides IS subfields cause to pause and reflect whether or not they have successfully contributed to the progress and stewardship of their domain such that the IS field can truly meet the needs of society. We invite papers that discuss philosophical aspects of the IS field from all IS domains, and from all angles and levels of inquiry. Topics relevant to this track include but not limited to: philosophy of technology; philosophy of information; philosophy of knowledge management; foundations of IS development; philosophy of design science; philosophy of IS education; philosophy of human computer interaction; reexamining “systems” in “information systems,” and rethinking organization science research in IS.
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