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 ITD Special Issue: ‘ICTs for promoting sustainable information 
society and harmony’  
 
http://explore.tandfonline.com/cfp/est/titd-cfp-special-issue-icts-for-promoting-
sustainable-information   
 
▪ Full paper submission deadline: January 31, 2018 

 
 
The aim of this special issue is to promote, as well as to disseminate research on how Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICTs) in this ever-increasing networked society are critical to a harmonious 
society. We view a ‘harmonious society’ as a peaceful and balanced ‘connected whole’ in a transformed 
social dynamics. In this ideal situation, there is a sustainable exchange of resources and development occurs 
through mutual agreements of the relevant stakeholders who are defined by their attributes of ‘power, 
legitimacy and urgency’ (Mitchell et al, 1997). In this case, ‘information’ is an inevitable resource, which 
may not reduce ignorance and uncertainty in the decision-making processes but may create a space that 
could potentially disrupt the normative state of certain social order (Islam, 2011). It indicates a tension 
between ‘empowerment’ versus ‘disempowerment’.  As “all problems of existence are essentially problems 
of harmony” (Aurobindo, 1972, P. 2), the goal of development is apparently not only to ensure social 
harmony, but also to minimize the elements that undermine or disrupt the ‘connected whole’. Sein and 
Harindranath (2004) synthesized the development debates from three perspectives : modernization, 
dependency, and human development, where human development requires removal of major sources of 
unfreedoms (Sen, 1999) and the arrangement of social inclusion where people can develop their 
capabilities for a better livelihood (Qureshi, 2010). While, Sen’s functionings and capabilities have been 
complemented with institutional forces in an analytical framework by Bass, Nicholson and Subrahmanian 
(2013); ideally, the information society is seen as a ‘classless and conflictless’ inclusive community (Masuda, 
1980), which strives to use technologies to diminish structural barriers, democratize information, balance 
between power and dependency, and transform human values.  However, in reality, it faces several 
challenges of; for example, political and religious extremism, infringement of privacy and security, disparity 
of wealth and social disconnection, digital divides in internet access (Choudrie and Vyas, 2014; Choudrie 
and Lee, 2004; Choudrie et al, 2003) and changes in the prevailed power dynamics with the blend of 
expected and unexpected consequences.  
 
We also experience the influence of social harmony on ICTs in the other direction. Where we can detect 
higher levels of social harmony (admittedly a somewhat subjective assessment) we can expect more 
desirable outcomes from ICT4D interventions. Specifically, communities that are more 'harmonious' ie. 
better organised, well lead, with  positive relationships, motivated, capable, confident, and experienced 
with development, will do better with ICTs than communities that do not score well on these 
attributes.  Part of the challenge with scalability is therefore how to deal with the less harmonious (dis-
functional) communities so that they can also benefit; ie. how to stimulate social harmony - with ICTs - so 
the technology can contribute further to the human development indices that the SDGs and ICT4D targets. 
 
With this spirit, as we are unavoidably intermingling towards a complex environment of information 
society, we need to critically investigate the roles of ICTs in the ‘social construction’ (Berger and Luckmann, 
1967), especially in the contexts of peace-building processes , cooperation, and development of human 
capital for creating a harmonious ‘sustainable world’.  
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Topics addressed 
 
Given the aim and scope as stated above, we welcome contributions, that could be empirical quantitative 
studies; studies focused on investigations, examinations, examples, critiques, perspective; qualitative 
studies that consider case studies, observations, ethnography, interpretivism, experiments, or critical 
realism studies that can emphasise aspects drawn from the following topics:  
 

▪ Social topics such as, gender, age, education, digital divide, social inclusion, exclusion and health 
▪ Technological or innovation topics such as, big data, open innovation, sustainability, environment, 

rural development, or governance,   
▪ ICTs and minority groups 
▪ ICTs for cultural expression 
▪ ICTs facilitating cultural understanding 
▪ Community/society-based research that addresses ICTs and; 

- community organisation 

- leadership 

- relationships across divides 

- motivating development 

- capacities for nurturing harmony 

- confidence-building with minorities 

- engendering/sharing development experience 

 
Indicative deadlines 
 

▪ Deadline for Abstract submission (Not mandatory): July 15, 2017 
▪ Notification of Abstract Acceptance decision: July 31, 2017 
▪ Deadline for Full Paper submission: January  31, 2018 
▪ Notification of  acceptance decision: April 30, 2018 
▪ Deadline for revised submission: August 27, 2018  
▪ Notification of final acceptance decision: September 31, 2018 
▪ Tentative publication date: December 15, 2018 

 
Special Issue Editors  
 

▪ Jyoti Choudrie, University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom. Email: j.choudrie@herts.ac.uk  
▪ M. Sirajul Islam, Örebro University, Sweden. Email: sirajul.islam@oru.se  
▪ Fathul Wahid, Universitas Islam Indonesia, Indonesia. Email:  fathul.wahid@uii.ac.id  
▪ Julian Bass, University of Salford, Manchester, United Kingdom. j.bass@salford.ac.uk    

 
Senior SI Editors  
 

▪ Antonio Díaz Andrade, Auckland University of Technology, New Zealand, antonio.diaz@aut.ac.nz  
▪ Annika Andersson, Örebro University, Sweden annika.andersson@oru.se   
▪ Roger Harris, Roger Harris Associates, Hong Kong, rogharris.org@gmail.com 
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Associate SI Editor  
 

▪ Brian Nicholson, University of Manchester, United Kingdom, brian.nicholson@manchester.ac.uk   
▪ Caitlin Bentley, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, cmbentley@ntu.edu.sg  
▪ Devinder B. Thapa, University of Agder, Norway, devinder.thapa@uia.no  
▪ Endrit Kromidha , Royal Holloway University of London, UK, Endrit.Kromidha@rhul.ac.uk  
▪ Gianluca Miscione, University College Dublin, Ireland gianluca.miscione@ucd.ie  
▪ Harminder Singh, Auckland University of Technology, New Zealand, hsingh@aut.ac.nz  
▪ Heike Winschiers-Theophilus, Namibia University of Sci. and Tech., heikewinschiers@gmail.com  
▪ Hugo Lotriet, University of South Africa, lotrihh@unisa.ac.za  
▪ Jaco Renken, University of Manchester, United Kingdom, jaco.renken@manchester.ac.uk  
▪ Johan Sæbø, University of Oslo, Norway, johansa@ifi.uio.no  
▪ Mario Marais, CSIR Meraka Institute, South Africa, mmarais@csir.co.za   
▪ Mathias Hatakka, Dalarna University, Sweden mht@du.se  
▪ Natalie Pang , Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, nlspang@ntu.edu.sg 
▪ Pär-Ola Zander, Aalborg University, Denmark, poz@hum.aau.dk  
▪ Petter Nielsen, University of Oslo, Norway, pnielsen@ifi.uio.no  
▪ Ravishankar, M.N., University of Loughborough, United Kingdom, M.N.Ravishankar@lboro.ac.uk 
▪ Silvia Masiero , Loughborough University, Leicestershire, UK S.Masiero@lboro.ac.uk   
▪ Stan Karanasios , RMIT University, Australia, stan.karanasios@rmit.edu.au 
▪ Tariq Zaman, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak, Malaysia, zamantariq@gmail.com  
▪ Tony Roberts, Institute of Development Studies, UK, t.roberts@ids.ac.uk 

 
Paper Submission Instructions and review process 
 
Researchers and practitioners are invited to submit original papers using the journal submission and 
reviewing web site https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/itd  . Detailed submission guidelines can be found 
at: http://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=titd&page=instructions  .  
 
Submitted papers should follow the instructions for authors and indicate “ICTs for promoting sustainable 
information society and harmony” special issue when uploading their papers. Submissions to the special 
issue should be full research papers (maximum 21 pages or 9000 words) or practice papers (approximately 
4000 words). Each submitted paper will be peer-reviewed in the same manner as other submissions to the 
Journal of IT for Development. Relevance, quality and originality of the contribution are the major 
acceptance criteria for each submission.  
 
After initial screening, papers are reviewed by selected members of the editorial board and peers from an 
international pool for quality, consistency and research contribution. Authors are welcome to nominate 
one of the special issue editors or preferred reviewers when submitting their paper where no conflict of 
interest exist (an existing business or professional partnership, past or present association as thesis advisor 
or thesis student, and/or collaboration on a project or on a book/article/report/paper or co-editing of a 
journal, compendium, or conference proceedings constitutes a conflict of interest). Papers submitted to 
this journal must contain original results and must not be submitted elsewhere while being evaluated. If 
duplication is found, papers are subject to being rejected for that reason alone. 
 
 

mailto:brian.nicholson@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:cmbentley@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:devinder.thapa@uia.no
mailto:Endrit.Kromidha@rhul.ac.uk
mailto:gianluca.miscione@ucd.ie
mailto:hsingh@aut.ac.nz
mailto:heikewinschiers@gmail.com
mailto:lotrihh@unisa.ac.za
mailto:jaco.renken@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:johansa@ifi.uio.no
mailto:mmarais@csir.co.za
mailto:mht@du.se
mailto:nlspang@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:poz@hum.aau.dk
mailto:pnielsen@ifi.uio.no
mailto:M.N.Ravishankar@lboro.ac.uk
mailto:S.Masiero@lboro.ac.uk
mailto:zamantariq@gmail.com
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/itd
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=titd&page=instructions


CfP: Special Issue: The Journal of Information Technology for Development 

Page 4 of 4 

 

References:  
 
Aurobindo, S. (1972) The Life Divine. Book I (Omnipresent Reality and the Universe), Vol. 18-19, pp. 1-289, 

Pondicherry, India: Aurobindo Ashram Trust 

Bass, J.M., Nicholson, B., Subrahmanian, E. (2013). A Framework Using Institutional Analysis and the 
Capability Approach in ICT4D. Information Technologies & International Development 9(1), 19–35. 

Berger, P., & Luckmann, T. (1967). The social construction of reality: A treatise in the sociology of 
knowledge. London: Penguin Books. 

Choudrie, J. and Vyas, A. (2014). Silver Surfers Adopting and Using Facebook? A Quantitative Study of 
Hertfordshire, UK: Applied to organizational and social change. Technological Forecasting & Social 
Change, 89: 293-305 

Choudrie, J. and Lee, H.J. (2004). Broadband Development in South Korea: Institutional and Cultural Factors, 
European Journal of Information Systems, pp. 103-114. 

Choudrie, J., Papazafeiropoulou, A. and Lee, H.J.  (2003). A Web of Stakeholders and Strategies: A Case of 
Broadband Diffusion in South Korea, Journal of Information Technology, 18, 4, pp. 281-291. 

Islam, M.S. (2011). Creating opportunity by connecting the unconnected: Mobile phone based agriculture 
market information service for farmers in Bangladesh. Örebro Studies in Informatics, 4, Sweden: Örebro 
University 

Masuda, Y. (1980) The Information Society as Post-Industrial Society. Tokyo: Institute for the Information 
Society 

Mitchell, R.K., Agle, B.R., and Wood, D.J (1997) Toward a Theory of Stakeholder Identification and Salience: 
Defining the Principle of Who and What Really Counts. The Academy of Management Review, 22(4), 
853-886.  

Qureshi, S. (2010). Extending human capabilities through information technology applications and 
infrastructures. Information Technology for development, 16(1), 1-3. 

Sen, A. K. (1999). Development as Freedom. Oxford: OUP 

Sein, M.K., & Harindranath, G. (2004). Conceptualising the ICT artifact: Towards understanding the role of 
ICT in national development. The Information Society, 20, 15-24 


